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Where does Allendale’s sense of community come from? 

“Well, it’s a beautiful town full of rural beauty.  We have many parks, including the Celery 
Farm Nature Preserve. And the people who move here, because they don’t just want to 
see small-town life, they want to live it. But I think the key is the Allendale Holiday 
Observers”. Stiles Thomas, NY Times 5/7/95 

 
Our Beginnings 

In 1919, twenty-five years after Allendale became a borough, some patriotic Allendale 
residents came together and created The Allendale Holiday Observers.  Their intention 
was to provide and encourage the patriotic observance of holidays and to instill respect 
among our young people for our traditions.  Today, the Holiday Observers is an Allendale 
institution, one of the oldest and most popular organizations in Bergen County.  We 
strive to make our community a better place and to bring joy to all Allendale residents, 
particularly the children of town. 

Our roots go back to when Allendale was a small rural village in 1919, with a population of 
just over eleven hundred residents.  
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Allendale citizens like so many others across the country, had much to celebrate in July of 
1919. The “Great War” in Europe had formally ended weeks before with the signing of The 
Treaty of Versailles, and a feeling of hopefulness permeated the country. The American 
public felt a great sense of nationalism and patriotism during the war but now the 
country turned away from the problems of Europe. Instead many just wanted to live their 
own lives and make their own communities. In this light, a group of publicly spirted 
citizens led by George M. Potter, and other neighbors living near Memorial Park, pooled 
their fireworks together to enjoy a greater display and a friendly get together.  

 
George M. Potter’s home at 775 West Crescent Avenue. This house still stands 
today. Mr. and Mrs. Potter were actively involved in many organizations and civic 
activities. 
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Early Observers, Harry Bogardus, Norman Critchley, and John Cebak 

When the group first 
started, there were 12 
members. Over time, 
more families joined in 
until it became a town 
custom. By 1923, a 
standing committee of 
about 30 members was 
established and 
appointed by the mayor 
to conduct the annual 
Independence Day 
celebration.  

Recreation Park was 
designated as the place 
for the display. Large 
crowds from 
surrounding towns 
came to enjoy the 
display.  By 1926, the 
committee became 
known as the Holiday 
Observers Committee. 
This group became an 
adjunct of the Town 
Council, and 
membership was 
limited to citizens who 
were recommended by 
the organization and 

officially appointed by then Mayor Albert L. Zabriskie and the Council. Its function was to 
provide the proper observance of Independence Day, and any other holiday or special 
occasion at the discretion of the organization.  Members of the group went door to door 
to every home in Allendale each year to solicit contributions, which paid for the activities 
planned and sponsored by the Observers. 
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On Memorial Day 
Holiday Observers march 
with other civic groups. 
Note our stylish skimmer 
hats.  

 

 

 

During this period until 1946, the mayor at the time was the honorary chairman, but the 
administration of the organization was run by the officers of the club.  In later years long 
time member and resident Bud Blide recalled, membership was restricted to 76 members 
(as a gesture to the spirit of 1776). Only when one member died was a new member 
added.      

 

 

 

 
        Bud Blide 
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On the Fourth of July 1921, as reported by The Ramsey Journal, “Allendale celebrated 
Independence Day with old-time noise and honors. Late sleepers were given till 7 a.m. 
when the Fire Chief blew the siren, the Legion fired a salute of six bombs, and the 
firemen rang the fire hoops. The flag was raised in the park by the Boy Scouts. The 
morning parade included Mayor and Council, the band from the Lincoln School in 
Paterson, the local chapter of the American Legion, Boy Scouts, Sunday School 
delegations, Firemen with drum and fife corps, and a wide assortment of automobiles. 
The principal sport of the day was a double header ball game in which the local Legion 
team swamped the visiting Riversides of Hackensack.  In the evening about fifty families 
gathered in today’s Memorial Park to witness a fine display of fireworks and dance to 
music provide by Bijou’s band from New York.”        

 
The day starts at 7:00 a.m. with a flag raising ceremony at Memorial Park and a canon 
blast. 
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All day “Olde Tyme” food prices. 
Soft drinks, burgers and hot 
dogs disappear like magic.

 



Holiday Observers, Inc.                                                                                                                      Our Centennial                                                                                  
 

7 
 

                        

 

 
Medals presented to 
winners of athletic 
contests. 
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Beginning at 8:00 a.m.    
a host of field events 
take place. 
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Fun, friends & all the competition you 
can handle with the horseshoe 
pitching tournament. 
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The famous 
women’s 
rolling pin 
toss.                                                            

                                                   

                                     
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              
Chuck 
Dombeck, “the 
voice of the 
Allendale 4th of 
July”. 
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Band music 
and dancing 
on the beach 
till midnight. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      In 1926, in observation of the 150th Anniversary of Independence a pageant was  
     sponsored by the Holiday Observers with all the other civic organizations    
participating.          
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It’s worthwhile to note, these 
traditional activities and events for the 
most part have remained unchanged. 
Tradition plays a powerful role within 
the organization and provides a set of 
values for citizen engagement. 

 

 

 

.  

 

 
                                                                          
.                             
   

 

 

July fourth events in later years included 
acrobatics, kite flying contests, a block dance 
with a ten-piece orchestra, horse trick riding and 
roping demonstrations and a motorcade of 
autos, motorboats, airplanes, tractors, and 
motorcycles on display. The 1939 program listed 
activities    throughout the day culminating with 
fireworks, and a block dance at the Town Plaza 
until midnight. 
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                                                Fireworks light up the sky in a grand finale  

 
 

During the depression years, the Observers helped the less fortunate by sending food 
baskets out. Assistance is still provided to needy families to this day during the 
Thanksgiving and December holidays.   
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During 1930, under the Presidency of Frank Berdan, the Holiday Observers sponsored 
Allendale’s first community Christmas Giving Event with a decorated Christmas tree, 
located in Station Square and ceremonies including choruses from Paterson, Totowa, 
Ramsey, Ridgewood, Glen Rock and Allendale. 

 

     

  

Hundreds of residents crowd in town center to catch a glimpse of Santa Claus arriving on 
a town fire truck.        
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During the presidency of Willard 
Alling in 1932, The Holiday 
Observers sponsored a pageant in 
1932 covering the life of George 
Washington in 12 episodes at the 
Brookside School.   
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During the war years 1941-1945, the Holiday Observers suspended the fireworks in the 
spirit of rationing to support the war effort. However, the rest of the traditional program 
was continued. A drum and bugle unit performance and rifle match on the Police 
Department Range on New Street were conducted during these years.  In 1944, a block 
dance with Maestro Eddie Lucibello’s Embassy Club Orchestra took place. In 1946 
fireworks appeared again and have been presented every year since. 
 
In 1945, Edgar F. Varick and Burtis W. Griffiths drafted a proposed constitution and by-
laws for the Holiday Observers.  These were submitted and approved by the Allendale 
Mayor and Council making the Holiday Observers an independent not- for- profit group 
with open membership. On May 21, 
1946, the organization became 
incorporated and became known 
as Holiday Observers, Inc. 
 
The purpose for which the said 
corporation was formed were: 
 To preserve the memories 
 and incidents of the history 
 of our nation  and   
 community.   

 To foster and perpetuate a 
 one hundred percent 
 Americanism. 

 To provide the means for 
 the proper observation of 
 the anniversaries of 
 National and Local 
 Holidays. 

 To promote social, intellectual and physical culture for the citizens and 
 residents of the Borough of Allendale, N.J., through organization and combined 
 action to exert the maximum for the good of all the people. 

To honor the 98 men in the armed forces at the time, the Holiday Observers constructed 
a WWII Honor Roll of Allendale residents serving in the United States military. The 
unveiling and dedication by Howard Eischer, president of the Holiday Observers, was 
held on October 1942. The next year gift packages were sent to all Allendale service 
personnel on active duty making sure their sacrifices did not go unnoticed, a practice that 
continues to this day.  
 



Holiday Observers, Inc.                                                                                                                      Our Centennial                                                                                  
 

18 
 

 
 

The gift package sent to service members today typically includes an envelope filled with 
drawings from the third-grade classes. We often hear back from service personnel about 
how much it means to them to hear from their hometown. 

The Holiday Observers continued to plan events on July 4th,  Christmas, and during and 
after World War II and until about 1948, the group maintained Allendale’s World War II 
Honor Roll sign. In 1953, the Holiday Observers assisted with the Horse Show held in 
Allendale that year for the benefit of the Cerebal Palsy Fund. 
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The Holiday Observers sponsored the first Halloween window painting event in 1947.  
This popular event drew hundreds of young artists and was later moved to the Red Barn 
at Crestwood Lake.  
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                                                 Holiday Observer judges pick the winning posters. 

   

 

 
All Allendale kids- Pre-
K through 8th grade- 
time to paint!  Come to 
the Red Barn and paint 
Halloween Posters, 
which will be displayed 
all over town.                                                           
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Halloween programs today include the poster painting event and the Halloween costume 
parade. 
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                                        Mrs. Angelyn MacWilliams on piano.  
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                                         Best costume award winners. 

                                      

 
                                       presidential observer judges. 
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. 
                                          

Geoff Ramsey and Mike 
Carey captivate the 
audience with tricks of 
magic followed by 
refreshments. 
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According to some sources, the Easter bunny first arrived in America in the 1700s, but debuted 
in Allendale in 1954, at Crestwood Lake during the first Easter Egg Hunt.  The Easter Bunny is 
always a favorite of children, especially when the weather cooperates. The race is on to find as 
much Easter candy as possible.  
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Over time other activities and events have 
been enhanced with the latest being the 
Family Water Festival at Crestwood Lake, 
which always is held the Saturday before 
Labor Day. The origin of this event dates 
to the Labor Day Program of 1944.     
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Holiday Observers, Inc.                                                                                                                      Our Centennial                                                                                  
 

30 
 

Through the years other activities directed toward the welfare and 
enjoyment of Allendale residents have been added. Today, the 
Holiday Observers boasts membership of over one hundred 
members who give freely of their time to enhance the Allendale 
experience and provide a variety of treasured community events 
designed principally for the benefit of children. The next century in 
our history has begun – We look forward to continuing the Holiday 
Observer tradition of community service.   

 
                                    
 



Past Presidents Year  
 
 ‘19 
‘20 
‘21 
‘22 
‘23 
‘24 
‘25 
‘26 
‘27 
F. W. Critchley ’28 ‘29 
Frank Berdan ’30 ‘31 
W. Alling ‘32 
Dr. Harry M. Lampa ‘33 
Mayor M. E. Higgins 
(President Ex-Officio) ‘34 
Edgar Varick ‘35 
Mayor Kenneth V. Fisher 
(President Ex-Officio) ’35 
‘36 
Burtis W. Griffiths ‘37 
Charles R. Vollaro ’38 ’39 
’40 ’41 ‘43 
H. Elschner ’42 ’44 ‘45 
G. Simmons ’44  
Russell Jenkins ‘46 
Herbert J. Clarke ‘47 
Harold Bogardus ‘48 
L. Johnson “49 
Frank McCord ‘50 
Edgar Curtiss Jr ’51 ‘52 
 
 
 

Harold Asp ’53 ‘54 
Joh Morton ’55 ‘56 
Garry Langevoort ‘57 
Fred Rickerich ‘58 
John Cebak ‘59 
Al Douglas ‘60 
Dan Morse ‘61 
Bob Norman ‘62 
Al Hart ‘63 
Martin Husing ‘64 
Carroll Porter ‘65 
Dave McCormick ‘66 
Len Young ‘67 
Harry Morey ‘68 
Dick Claycomb ‘’69 
Bill Hackett ‘’70 
William Lundgren ‘71 
T. Clemente ‘72 
Chuck Taylor ‘73 
Kirk Hudson ‘74 
Bill Sweetman ‘75 
Harry Moskal ‘76 
Bob Blake ‘77 
Pat Curley ‘78 
J. Kirincic ‘79 
J. Carey '80 
B. Eufer '81 
T. Smith '82 
A. Klomburg '83 
Jack Butler ‘84  
F. Pizappi ‘85  
Marty Damian’86  
 
 
 

Marty Damian ‘87 
Alan Bandstra ‘88 
Harvey Turer ‘89 
Carter Short ‘90 
Brian Mahoney ‘91  
B. Blide '92   
C. Greimel '93 
Nick Cianci ‘94 
K. Quinn ‘95 
'Gus Preschle ‘96 
P. Sobeck '97 
F. Knispel '98 
J. Amatuzzi '99 
J. Welter '00 
Dave Duffy ‘01 
D. Manning '02 
J. Onesios '03 
E. Getto '04 
B. Taylor '05 
R. Burgess '06 
C. Martin '07 
J. Gravina '08 
P. Borzilleri '09  
N.  Ricke ’10  
P. Thomasset '11 
J. Cromie ‘12 
V. Fichera ‘13 
K. Switala '14 
K. Benoit '15 
T. Desmond ‘16 
S. Novak ‘17 
T. Robbins ‘18 
S. Miller ‘19

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Holiday Observers, Inc.                                                                                                                      Our Centennial                                                                                  
 

1 
 

 

 

       

 

         Save the Date! 
 

 

The Holiday Observers will celebrate 100 years of service to Allendale with a day of events 
on September 7, 2019.  The day will start with a parade celebrating all the volunteer civic 
organizations that define Allendale as a very special community.  The parade will end at 
Crestwood Park where a fun-filled old-time country fair event will take place.  There will 
be entertainers, games, rides, food and drink as the Holiday Observers give back to the 
citizens of Allendale.  More information about the event will follow. 

 

Www.holidayobservers.org 
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